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Background 
Some of the identified problems of biorefinery concepts, such as immature technology 
and expensive production processes, could be overcome with further industrial 
Research & Development (R&D). The results of the survey show that the following 
aspects are (very) necessary for accelerating the development of biorefinery concepts: 

• Public financial support of R&D activities 
• Other R&D activities 
• R&D activities concerning technology 
• R&D activities concerning feedstock 

 
Results/Options/scenarios 
Several major R&D projects have recently been started within Europe, such as 
BioHub, Biocoup, Biosynergy, and Chrisgas that already involve industrial partners. 
However, it is clear that more industrial involvement and adoption is essential for the 
future success of  new biorefinery concepts. Therefore this session will ask for input 
from different stakeholders to disscuss the priorities for industrial R&D of EU 
biorefineries.  
 
The questions to be discussed during the session are: 
 
1. The results indicate that industrial R&D is focussed mostly towards early-stage 

research into biofuels. Is this reflective of the situation throughout the EU and 
how far are we from translating this research into demonstration and 
commerciality? 

 
2. What do you consider to be the main (three) Research & Development priorities 

related to biorefinery concepts? (e.g. thermochemical, biochemical, separation 
technology, feedstock issues, economics, ...) 

 
3. What should be the type/form of industrial involvement? (e.g. financial, 

knowledge, process integration, market development, ...) 


